
Monster
Brooklyn Brewery - Brooklyn, NY
10.1% ABV. 47 IBU. Winter seasonal. Bottles, draft.
Hops: Willamette, Cascade, American Fuggle. Malts: Scot-
tish floor-malted Maris Otter malt, British pale ale and 
Crystal malts from East Anglia. Contains wheat.

Brooklyn Monster Ale is a classic barley wine, a style of 
ale originally brewed by the butlers to the English and 
American aristocracy. It is brewed from three mashes of 
heirloom British malt and spiced with aromatic American 
Willamette, Cascade and Fuggle hops. After four months 
of aging, it has a magnificent burnished copper color, an 
aroma redolent of sherry, citrusy hops and fruit, a soft, 
warming, complex palate, a spiritous finish. It is viva-
cious when young, but will age gracefully for many years, 
becoming more complex over time. Brooklyn Monster Ale 
is a fine accompaniment to a variety of cheeses (especially 
Gruyere, Stilton and aged cheddar), ice cream, flourless 
cakes, crème brulee and good cigars. World Beer Champi-
onship medals in 2011, silver and 2009, gold.

Bigfoot (2010, 2012)
Sierra Nevada - Chico, CA
9.6% ABV. 90 IBU. Winter seasonal. Bottles, draft.
Hops: Cascade, Centennial, Chinook. Malts: Two-row Pale, 
Caramel.

Our cult-classic beast of a barleywine. Bigfoot is a beast 
of a beer, brimming with bold flavors of bittersweet malt 
and heaps of aggressive whole-cone Pacific Northwest 
hops. First introduced in the winter of 1983, Bigfoot is a 
cult-classic beer brewed in the barleywine style, meaning a 
strong, robust, bruiser of a beer with the refined inten-
sity of a wine. Bigfoot is prized by beer collectors for its 
supreme cellarability. Under the proper conditions, it can 
age like a fine wine, developing new flavors and character 
as it matures in the bottle. Each new release or “expedi-
tion” is vintage dated. Collect your own and see the flavors 
develop and progress.

Old Ruffian
Great Divide - Denver, CO
10.2% ABV. Bottles, draft.

Old Ruffian is a hefty, hop-forward Barley Wine. Seem-
ingly mellow at the start with subtle fruit aromas and 
complex caramel sweetness, it quickly becomes aggres-
sive with its bold hop flavors and huge hop bitterness. 
Ultimately, the big body, succulent sweetness and mas-
sive hop character come together to work wonders on your 
palate. GABF medals in Barley Wine: Bronze, 2005. Gold, 
2006. Bronze, 2009.

Old Guardian (2011)
Stone - Escondido, CA
11% ABV. 80 IBU. Winter seasonal. Bottles, draft.

We make small adjustments to the recipe every year, just a 
little bit...as it provides an opportunity to try some differ-
ent hops or malts.

Sucaba
Firestone Walker - Paso Robles, CA
13% ABV. 42 IBU. Winter release. Bottles, limited draft.
Hops: Bravo (bittering); East Kent Golding (late kettle). 
Malts: Munton’s Pale, Crisp Maris Otter Pale, Munich, Dark 
& Light Crystal, Chocolate.

Big boozy bourbon and American oak aromas combined 
with soft chocolate malty undertones. Complex malt 
flavors framed in oak, with hints of dark chocolate, vanilla, 
tobacco, coconut and just a touch of dark cherry. This is 
definitely a sipping beer, best served in a brandy snifter. 
This ale pairs well with dark chocolate and sturdy cheeses.
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Despite its name, a Barleywine (or Barley Wine) is very 
much a beer, albeit a very strong and often intense 
beer! In fact, it’s one of the strongest of the beer styles. 
Lively and fruity, sometimes sweet, sometimes bit-
tersweet, but always alcoholic. A brew of this strength 
and complexity can be a challenge to the palate. Expect 
anything from an amber to dark brown colored beer, with 
aromas ranging from intense fruits to intense hops. Body 
is typically thick, alcohol will definitely be perceived, and 
flavors can range from dominant fruits to palate smack-
ing, resiny hops.

English varieties are quite different from the American 
efforts, what sets them apart is usually the American 
versions are insanely hopped to make for a more bitter 
and hop flavored brew, typically using American high 
alpha oil hops. English version tend to be more rounded 
and balanced between malt and hops, with a slightly 
lower alcohol content, though this is not always the case.  

Most Barleywines can be cellared for years and typically 
age like wine. (beeradvocate.com)

iTunes Shouts:
Gundy 73 says: (and I quote)  After listening to the pod-
cast, I was standing at a urinal and instead of smelling 
pee, I smelled a beer aroma! That’s how powerful their 
descriptions are!

Pete Cava says: We make the discussion and drinking of 
craft beer more enjoyable.

Rick in Michigan says: We’re funny and informative and 
he listens every week.

I R Smart says: He likes that the group is full of people 
with different palates; and that we got choked up hearing 
Grant grow up a Beerist.

The Moridin says: We should really be looking more into 
the Northwest, and he wants to hear a Portland show.

Epic Rider says: He loves the show, and always goes out to 
try the beers we talk about.

Donation Shouts:
Blake Anthony (plus cakepops!)

English Barleywine (BJCP)
Overall: The richest and strongest of the English Ales. A 
showcase of malty richness and complex, intense flavors. 
The character of these ales can change significantly over 
time; both young and old versions should be appreciated 
for what they are. The malt profile can vary widely; not all 
examples will have all possible flavors or aromas.

History: Usually the strongest ale offered by a brewery, 
and in recent years many commercial examples are now 
vintage-dated. Normally aged significantly prior to release. 
Often associated with the winter or holiday season.

Comments: Although often a hoppy beer, the English 
Barleywine places less emphasis on hop character than 
the American Barleywine and features English hops. Eng-
lish versions can be darker, maltier, fruitier, and feature 
richer specialty malt flavors than American Barleywines.

American Barleywine (BJCP)
Overall: A well-hopped American interpretation of the 
richest and strongest of the English ales. The hop charac-
ter should be evident throughout, but does not have to be 
unbalanced. The alcohol strength and hop bitterness often 
combine to leave a very long finish.

History: Usually the strongest ale offered by a brewery, 
and in recent years many commercial examples are now 
vintage-dated. Normally aged significantly prior to release. 
Often associated with the winter or holiday season.

Comments: The American version of the Barleywine tends 
to have a greater emphasis on hop bitterness, flavor and 
aroma than the English Barleywine, and often features 
American hop varieties. Differs from an Imperial IPA in 
that the hops are not extreme, the malt is more forward, 
and the body is richer and more characterful.
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